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Cakewalk 2016.11 Update 

 
Well, last month we said the dev team was 
hard at work on some bigger features that 
would roll out in the next few monthsΧŀƴŘ 
there are some pretty big features in this 
ǳǇŘŀǘŜΣ ǎƻ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŘƛǾŜ ƛƴΦ 
 
LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ decide what to mention first, 
but the new WASAPI drivers are game-
changersτnow you can run SONAR on a 

laptop with 3 ms of latency (not a typoτǘƘŀǘΩǎ оΣ ƴƻǘ олΣ ƳǎύΦ {ŀȅ ƎƻƻŘōȅŜ ǘƻ aa9Σ !{Lhп![[Σ 
and having to carry around an ASIO interface: SONAR can actually exceed Thunderbolt 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊΩs internal sound chip. And the Shared mode, which increases 
latency a bit to 10 ms, allows running SONAR concurrently with other programs that want to 
use the system audio, like YouTube or Groove Music. 
 
Next up: Lenses. These let you customize your workspace to focus on specific tasks, so 
everything you need is at your fingertipsτŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ƛǎ ƘƛŘŘŜƴΦ In conjunction 
with Screensets, you can customize the SONAR experience more than ever. 
 
There are major improvements to the Matrix View, as well as enhancements to the Control Bar, 
Start Screen, Synth handling, an easier way to navigate preferences through improved 
onboarding, an integrated Project Info place for notes, Melodyne updates, and more. Still not 
enough? We talk plug-ins in our Top 10 Chart, ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ YwYΩǎ ƴŜǿ ± {ŜǊƛŜǎ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ 
course, give you the best of the forums in Surfboard. Now wŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŀȄ ŦƻǊ ŀ few 
minutesΧŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ǳǇŘŀǘŜΦ  ς Your Cakewalk Team 
 

Improved Built-In Audio Support: With new WASAPI drivers, SONAR now delivers 
extremely low-latency performance with laptops and tablets that rivals 
ThunderboltτǿŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƘƛƎƘ-performance mobile setups, whether for 
Artist, Professional, or Platinum.  

 
Lenses: ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ ά[ŜƴǎŜǎέ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƻǇǘƛƳƛȊŜǎ ǘƘŜ {hb!w ¦L ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ 
want to do ς record your guitar or vocal, edit drum loops, or mix your song -
-  Lenses will give you the right tools at the right time ς nothing more, nothing less. 
Get started with built-in Lenses, then customize them to create your SONAR. 
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Matrix View Enhancements: ¢ƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻΩǾŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
Matrix View will be very happy to check out the latest improvements, which speed 
up workflow and allow much more flexible Cell manipulationτas well as tighten 
the relationship of Cells to the Track View and timeline. 

 
 Melodyne Essential 4.1: aŜƭƻŘȅƴŜΩǎ ǇƛǘŎƘ-correction software is already widely 
considered the best collection of pitch and time correction tools, but this free 
update takes it to another level with better comping workflow, improved sound 
quality when stretching with ARA, a new Track Edit mode, and more.  

 
Melodyne Studio 4.1 Multitrack Support: If you own Melodyne Studio, in addition 

ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ aŜƭƻŘȅƴŜ пΦм ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ {hb!w ƴƻǿ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ {ǘǳŘƛƻΩǎ ƳǳƭǘƛǘǊŀŎƪ ǿƻǊƪŦƭƻǿΦ 

This makes it much easier to work on multitrack projects because you can edit 

multiple tracks simultaneously, as well as view one track while editing another. 

 
Browser Notes Tab: LǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƴƻǘŜǎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΦ bƻǿ ƴƻǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ 
ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ǊƻǿǎŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǎƻ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘ ǎƻƴƎǿǊƛǘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
appreciate being able to jot down lyrical ideas quickly. You can even add custom 
artwork that will be displayed in the Start Screen. 

 
Improved Audio & MIDI Setup for New Users: To improve the first time user 
experience, SONAR will now walk you through getting set up the first time you 
launch the program. This helps ensure that new users, or users switching to a new 
computer or interface, can start making music immediately. 

 
Synth Handling Improvements: The Synth Rack has a lot going for it, specifically 
the assignable controls. However the only way you could access them was by 
undocking the Browser, or docking the entire Browser in the Multidock. Now the 
Synth Rack can live in the Multidock all by itself, or in the Browser. 

 
Control Bar Lock and Justify: Now that you can store Control Bar configurations in 
Lenses, you can choose to limit the number of modules to simplify your workspace. 
And with the ability to justify left and right, the modules can be spread out across 
the Control Bar to make them easier to access quickly. 

 
New Start Screen Behavior: With more and more users choosing to use the Start 
Screen to access projects or start new ones, it was inconvenient to have to call it 
up whenever you closed a project. Now you can choose to have the Start Screen 
appear automatically when you close a project. 
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Fixes and Enhancements: Once again, there are a bunch of fixes and 
enhancements that cover multiple SONAR aspects including the audio engine, the 
Matrix View, user interface aspects (like full screen mode restoring to the original 
application size), clef type fixes in Staff View layout, and more. 

 

Charting Now in SONAR | The Top 10 Non-Bundled Plug-Ins: Granted, SONAR 
comes with a pretty comprehensive collection of plug-ins. But the VST standard 
ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ¢ƻǇ мл ŎƘŀǊǘΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƴƻƴ-bundled plug-
ins get used the most in SOANR projects. 

 
Review | KRK V6 Series 4 Nearfield Monitors: They were a big deal at AES, and 
depended on the input from literally hundreds of producers and engineers. Phil 
hΩYŜŜŦŜ ƎǊŀōōŜŘ ŀ ǇŀƛǊ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘǎ ƻǳǘ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ ōǳȊȊ 
about these high-end entries from Cakewalk sister company KRK. 

 
SurfBoard: Surfing the internet can be fun, but surfing the Cakewalk forums can be 
downright instructive because community members are constantly sharing tips and 
techniques. WeΩve scoured the forums for the latest threads that can help you get 
the most out of SONAR, and compiled them here. 

  



5 | P a g e 
 

How to Download the SONAR 2016.11 Update 
 

Open the Cakewalk Command Center. If you are prompted to download a newer version, 

please follow the on-screen instructions to download it. 

 

To download the SONAR 2016.11 core update, download from the core SONAR Artist, 

Professional, or Platinum category. Optional updates are also available for the following: 

 

¶ Classic Creative FX Suite (updated to support SONAR Home Studio) 

¶ Studio Instruments Suite (updated to support SONAR Home Studio) 
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Improved Built-in Audio Support 
Artist, Professional, Platinum 

 

This breakthrough gives extremely low latency performanceτtypically 3 ms, but no more than 

10 ms (!)τǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊΩǎ ƻƴōƻŀǊŘ ǎƻǳƴŘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƭƛƪŜ common chipsets (e.g., Realtek, Intel 

HD Audio, and IDT). This opens up vast improvements for all kinds of applications, especially 

with laptops. 

 

¶ In some ŎŀǎŜǎΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ƭƻǿŜǊ ƭŀǘŜƴŎȅ ǘƘŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊōƻƭǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŀŎŜΦ 

¶ Your portable music production setup's portability isn't compromised by having to carry 

around an ASIO interface and cable (and possibly AC adapter) 

¶ For all practical purposes, Bluetooth latency is slashed to the latency of Bluetooth itself; 

ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŀǘŜƴŎȅ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛng from having to use 32-bit MME drivers. 

[ƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛȄŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀǊΩǎ .ƭǳŜǘƻƻǘƘ-friendly audio systemτǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ƴŜŜŘ 

to burn a CD to play in your car. 

¶ Without low-latency operation, the Virtual Controller was of limited use with laptopsτ

which of course is where you need a virtual controller the most. Now when you hit a 

note, you hear a note. 

¶ USB mics no longer have the 20-50 ms of latency that require feeding a separate 

hardware output from the mic (if available) for zero-latency monitoring. Plug in a USB 

mic, strap on headphones, and then start playing, singing, or podcasting while being 

able to monitor yourself in near-real time. 

¶ With guitar, you can plug the Rocksmith guitar-to-USB cable into a laptop, process the 

guitar, and send the audio output to an amp with undetectable latency (or to 

headphones for practicing).  

¶ Products like the Surface Pro become viable music production centersτuse the internal 

ǎƻǳƴŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƳƛȄƛƴƎΦ 

¶ hƴ ŀ Ŧǳƴ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ {ƘŀǊŜŘ ƳƻŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ higher latency so you can surf the 

web while SONAR is openτgreat for following a lesson on YouTube with SONAR 

running, or if you get a great idea for a song in the middle of watching a movie online. 

 

For details on the new features, please refer to the online help. The following gives a high-level 

view of the audio engine improvements in 2016.11. 

 

Before this update, the primary way to achieve low-ƭŀǘŜƴŎȅ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎΩ 

ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŀǳŘƛƻ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ !{Lhп![[ άǿǊŀǇǇŜǊέ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ !{Lhп![[ ƛǎ ŀ Ǿŀƭƛŀƴǘ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ 

overcome audio limitations, results are mixed at bestτŦǊƻƳ άǿƻǊƪǎ ƻƪŀȅέ ǘƻ άŎǊŀǎƘ ŎƛǘȅΦέ 

Another problem was if you wanted to use SONAR in conjunction with other Windows audio; 

ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǳǎŜ !{LhΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘ-latency MME protocol. However, these 
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problems are now history thanks to several very significant audio engine improvements for 

both WDM and WASAPI (Windows Audio Streaming API) modes. 

 

WASAPI 

Exclusive mode 

accesses the 

driver directly, 

without 

needing to go 

through the 

audio engine or 

requiring other 

άƭŀȅŜǊǎέ ƭƛƪŜ 

USB buffering. 

Typical 

latencies with 

Windows 10 

Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŀǎ ƭƻǿ ŀǎ о ƳƛƭƭƛǎŜŎƻƴŘǎΣ ǎƻ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ƳǳŎƘ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƭŀǘŜƴŎȅ ǘƘŀƴ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ 

ASIO drivers with an external interface. 

 

WASAPI Shared mode allows running audio from multiple Windows programs simultaneously, 

with the tradeoff being somewhat higher latency (typically 10 ms or so with Windows 10). 

However this is still much less than MME and often, less than ASIO.  

 

To access these new modes, choose Edit > Preferences > Playback and Recording. Please note 

that the improvements with WDM are not as dramatic but you should still be able to achieve 

somewhat lower latency. There are also several other significant improvements. 

 

IMPROVED AUDIO FORMAT SUPPORT 

 

¢ƘŜ ŀǳŘƛƻ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜǎ ōǳŦŦŜǊ ǎƛȊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƳǇƭŜ ǊŀǘŜǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛƻ ƘŀǊŘǿŀǊŜΩǎ 

ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎΦ {hb!w ƴƻǿ ǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊΩǎ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ŦƻǊƳŀǘǎ ŦƻǊ ƻƴōƻŀǊŘ ŀǳŘƛƻ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ 

having to round buffer sizes up or down to match the preferred format. This solves many 

problems with possible glitches at certain buffer sizes or sample rates. 

 

ENABLE/DISABLE BUILT-IN DSP (WINDOWS 10 ONLY)   

 

WASAPI Shared mode supports onboard audio devices with built-in DSP, such as noise 

reduction for mic inputs. This adds latency, so SONAR allows editing the AUD.INI configuration 

file to disable using onboard sound card DSP.  
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BLUETOOTH DEVICE SUPPORT 

 

You can easily send audio to Bluetooth audio devices, without having to resort to the MME 

ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇƛƭŜ ƻƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƭŀǘŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ŀƴ ƻōǎƻƭŜǘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ƳƻŘŜƭΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǳƴǎǘŀōƭŜ 

and not suitable for recording via Bluetooth.  

 

SINGLE ENDPOINT DEVICE SUPPORT 

 

¢ƘŜ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ ²!{!tL ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƴƻǿ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ άǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŜƴŘǇƻƛƴǘέ ŘŜǾƛŎŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ 

as USB mics, Rocksmith Real Tone guitar cables, and the like while playing back through a 

different device like USB speakers. This is not supported at all by ASIO, is unlikely to work with 

²5aΣ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ aa9Σ ōǳǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ άŘŜŀƭ-ōǊŜŀƪŜǊέ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ƭŀǘŜƴŎȅΦ  

 

Finally, please note that the WASAPI-based audio engine improvements have the greatest 

impact with Windows 10, but still offer improvements for Windows 7 and 8. 
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Lenses 
Artist, Professional, Platinum (Presets-only with Artist) 

 

This was ŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ŀǎ άǿƻǊƪǎǇŀŎŜǎΣέ 

until the Bakers realized the feature offers a lot 

more than what some other programs identify 

ŀǎ άǿƻǊƪǎǇŀŎŜǎΦέ (And by the wayτif you think 

getting four or five band members to agree on 

a band name is difficult, imaginŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ 

to get an entire company to agree on a feature 

name!) You can think of Lenses as Screensets 

on steroids, but the customization goes 

considerably deeper than that. 

 

A ά[Ŝƴǎέ ƎŜǘǎ ƛǘǎ ƴŀƳŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ a global 

preset (SONAR also remembers the selected 

Lens between sessions) that provides focus on 

Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǎƪ ŀǘ ƘŀƴŘΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 

working only with making beats using the Step 

{ŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǊΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŀǳŘƛƻ 

editing, the Video window, the Loop 

Construction view, etc. Those items can 

disappear from menus and the UI, which 

brings back another customizable element of 

SONAR 8.5. But just as the Theme Editor does 

more than the color customizations in 8.5, 

Lenses combined with Screensets do more than the menu customization options in 8.5.  

 

Another reason for using the term Lenses is that like camera lenses (wide-angle, close-up, 

macro, fish-eye, etc.) a Lens can provide a different way of seeing a project. And because 

Lenses are files, you can share them, upload them, send to a collaborator, etc. As another 

example, you could have a Lens for tracking, another for Editing, and another for Mixing. 

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƴƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ [Ŝƴǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƻǇŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǳƴŘŜǊƭȅƛƴƎ Řŀǘŀτfor example, the PRV 

ǿƻƴΩǘ ƻǇŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǳŘƛƻΦ 

 

HOW TO USE LENSES 

 

You select Lenses from the Lens drop-down menu toward the upper right, which shows both 

the five CŀŎǘƻǊȅ [ŜƴǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ƻǾŜǊǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ for Professional and Platinum, User 
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Lenses. This is also where Professional and Platinum users can save Lenses and create new 

Lenses, as well as open the Lens Manager.  

 

CREATING LENSES 

 

The Lens Manager is where you create new Lenses and manage existing ones. For example, the 

following shows a Tracking Lens ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƻǇǘƛƳƛȊŜŘ ŦƻǊ songwriting. ItΩǎ intended to be as simple 

as the early digital tape recorders because ƛǘΩǎ ŜƛƎƘǘ ǘǊŀŎƪǎΣ ŀ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘΣ ǘƛƳŜƭƛƴŜΣ ŀ ŎǳǎǘƻƳƛȊŜŘ 

Control BarΣ ƳŜǘŜǊƛƴƎΧand not much else. As to why the Control Bar is on the bottom, this is 

ideal for touch applications on a sloping touch screen; it sits above where the keyboard and 

ƳƻǳǎŜ ŀǊŜΣ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ŀǊƳ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ .ŀǊΦ 

This Lens also calls up a high-contrast, simplified Theme. 

 

 

!ŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ recorded some basic tracks, you could then switch over to an Editing Lens that 

concentrates on Track View so you can cut, paste, move, etc. Then after editing, switch to a Mix 

Lens with a focus on plug-ƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǎƻƭŜΧŀƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ŀ ǘǊŀŎƪ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅΣ ǎǿƛǘŎƘ 

back to the Tracking Lens for a bit.  

 

 


